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April 20, 2020 

 

These are difficult times for us all. The stress of not being in our normal home and work routines is real. Some may have 

lost income or face the possibility of loss of jobs in the near future. I hope that those affected know that our parish clergy 

and staff understand what is happening in your lives because they are also happening in our lives and the life of our 

parish. My prayer is that these times will pass soon and bring a new vitality to our lives and our economy. 

 

In the meantime, it is important for each of you to know that much of the work of our parish continues; caring for the 

religious education of our youth through home study plans, working on liturgies, planning for the fall programs for CCE, 

Sacramental Preparation, communications and caring for facilities, to name just a few. All of these require staff who are 

working hard, most from their homes, to maintain the high level of service we have always offered at St. Laurence. As 

good stewards should, we have taken significant steps to lower our costs during this difficult time. However, some 

necessary expenses continue. We are blessed with many of our families who continue to make offertory contributions to 

our parish, most through our electronic contribution platform, Faith Direct, but a few who are mailing in their checks. But 

this amount is only about 50% of what we normally receive and what is needed to continue operating our parish even in 

this reduced status. 

 

How can you help? There are a number of ways: 

 Please consider using Faith Direct for your contributions to offertory and special collections. This is a very safe, 

secure and easy way to manage your contributions. Your gifts can be set up to be handled as a regular monthly 

payment or can be done as individual contributions (similar to writing a check each week). Visit 

https://membership.faithdirect.net/TX460 to enroll. 

 Mail your gifts to the parish. Please do not send cash in the mail. Checks are much safer. 

 Don’t wait until we are able to congregate at Mass as a community to make up for missed weeks given in the 

Offertory basket; our expenses are ongoing and we need a balanced cash flow. 

 If your situation is relatively unaffected by this pandemic, consider making an increase in the amount that you 

have been contributing. 

 Most of us have or will be receiving stimulus checks from our government. Please consider using a portion of 

those funds as “over and above” or new contributions to the parish. 

 If you have not been contributing to St. Laurence, please reconsider the reasons why you don’t. We are not a 

“wealthy parish who doesn’t need my money” as I hear so often. Yes, we are blessed with many faithful 

supporters but we are only able to provide for the salaries, facilities, needs, programs and services expected by our 

members and our community with the contributions received. We need contributions from everyone. No gift is 

too small and every gift is greatly appreciated and used wisely. 

 If you have lost income and unable to make contributions to our parish, please offer prayers that we will be 

blessed with the resources needed to carry on our mission. 

 

While it is important that our parish receives the gifts that each of you give, it is more important that you give from your 

heart, that you give because we each were created by God “in His image and likeness”, meaning we share in His generous 

nature. When we give generously, in gratitude for what God has provided for us, we live as God intended for us to live. 

 

 

 

 

Tony Oltremari 

Parish Administrator 
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